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President’s Message
Caroline Delisle
Dear WAG members and students, welcome to
the 2022 spring session. We have another great
session prepared for you. On behalf of current
and former students, we extend our heartfelt
thanks to Sharon Hobson who was a fantastic
instructor and contributed so much to our club
almost since its inception. Stay tuned as we
welcome new instructors this year.

Spring 2022
President: Caroline Delisle
Treasurer: Karen Kennedy
Head Instructor: Heather Esdon
Secretary: Leslie Murell-Wright
Equipment Manager: Cori Collins
Public Relations: Deb Price
Newsletter Editor: Sandy Edmonds

We will be moving to the summer field at the
end of this session and we will need your help.
Keep the move date of May 21 in mind. In the
meantime, enjoy yourselves with your furry
friends.
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Does your dog have a story to tell? Please encourage them to share their adventures
with WAG! Please, send their story and a photo or two to
wagsecretaryottawa@gmail.com so we can include it in the next newsletter!

One of our long-time instructors, Sharon Hobson, has decided it is time to move on from WAG. Sharon has been a member of WAG for 22 years; almost from the start of the club.
Sharon not only brought her agility knowledge and the
Derrett System to WAG, she also brought her endless
knowledge of dogs.
For much of her time with WAG, Sharon has been an instructor and has held the position of Head Instructor a
number of times. She has mentored, guided, supported, and
taught most of today's Instructor Team. Our talented and
caring Instructor Team is an asset to the whole club.
Sharon has a hunger to learn and spends much of her time
learning new things with regard to dogs and dog training.
With her love of dogs, we are sure she will continue to be
involved with dogs in her future endeavours. We will miss her
very much as she has been a very big part of why WAG is
what it is today.
THANK YOU Sharon, for all you have done for WAG from
those of us who have had
the honour to work with
you.
All the Best!

We have scheduled our Annual

Move to the summer field for

Saturday, May 21 with Sunday, May 22 as a rain date.
We will need trucks, trailers, vans, SUVs
and as many people as possible.

Save the date!
Watch for more details to come!

Heather Esdon
We have just completed the first session of the 2022 season and
our second session is underway. We are hoping for a slow thaw
and a minimal amount of flooding in the arena as Spring comes
our way.
We have had some changes to the instructor team. We hope to continue
to offer all the classes we have in the past. We are working on some new
ideas for the summer. I am hoping for a less "COVID" impacted summer,
fingers crossed.
I, like many of you, will welcome Spring. It has been a long winter.
Enjoy the next session indoors and then we will be moving outside!

Leslie Murrell-Wright

Tuna Brownies
When I first started agility, I used various soft treats from the store. I switched to tuna brownies as soon as
I started running my dogs off leash when it became quite clear that my treats and I were not as interesting
to my dogs as the general smells in the arena. It was very difficult to do any agility when my dogs were off
investigating. I needed to find a higher value treat that would attract my dog’s attention.
There are many different recipes for Tuna Brownies; none are better than the other. I often throw
something into my mix, just to use it up or try it out. My dogs haven’t complained so far.
Here is the basic recipe that I use.
Recipe
1 can of tuna (including liquid)
1 can of sardines (in soya oil)
2 eggs
1 tsp garlic powder
1 ¼ cup flour
¼ cup ground flax seed

Please mom,
May I have some
more?

Method
Preheat oven to 300°. Put all of the ingredients in the food
processor and mix until combined. Press onto a cookie sheet,
about ¼ inch thick.
Bake for 20 minutes. When cool, cut into the size you want with
a pizza cutter. You can freeze in batches. Do not refreeze.

Leslie Murrell-Wright
Does your dog run to the A-Frame or the Dog Walk every chance
they get? It’s no secret that both my dogs will make a bee line for
it as soon as they are aimed in that direction if I don’t keep my
connection with them. This is a big improvement after them just
taking off for a random piece of contact equipment as soon as it
enters their field of vision. But why do they do it?
When we train dogs on the contact equipment, we aren’t training them to run over the equipment so much as to stop on the
contact zone. To do this, we use positive reinforcement for the
behaviour we want – i.e. stopping in the contact position. This
is something that takes a lot of training so dogs get a lot of
treats on the contact equipment. In contrast, how often do dogs
get treats for taking a jump?
In our first few classes we may
treat our dogs every time they
go over a jump, but after that
we don’t tend to treat our dogs at the jumps. But, take a good look at
an agility course – most of the course consists of jumps.
Our dogs run to the contact equipment because it has more value
than the jumps. So, let's change that by building more value into the
jumps.

Debbie Davidson
I have been unable to do agility due to a bad knee so, Dakota and
I tried out a scenting class. She liked it because there were food
rewards involved. And lots of them!
While I don't think we will ever get into competition, it was very
interesting to watch my senior dog learning a new skill. We have
been practicing at home and she brightens up when she knows we
are going to play the "sniffing game"

Is it my turn yet????

Rachelle Belcourt
Praxx is repeating Beginner 1 and doing much better this time
around! Looks like he is figuring out what he is expected to do,
but doesn't always do it, lol! We are doing training with
Hotdiggity Dog which is really helping on all the behaviour
fronts.
We participated in the WAG Bingo in January and it was surprising how quickly Praxx learned all the tricks! Anything for
treats!
He enjoys a good romp in the snow, but also enjoys his indoor
creature comforts. He is looking forward to the days when he
can snooze the mornings away on his sofa in the gazebo!

Sandy Edmonds
Riley knows how to occupy his mind between agility
sessions. He spends his time looking for the best rocks
in the lake to add to his collection. He continued this
dedicated work on New Year’s day! Sadly, the lake froze
over soon after. He is waiting patiently for the ice to
melt so he can continue with this project in between
classes.

Laura Scott
Bring a Kong or other food puzzle toy to give your dog when you
leave them tied up. Fill it with good treats (try freezing canned
food inside) to keep your dog enticed. This can help them learn to
wait quietly while you walk the course or help with set up.

Did your family adopt a new dog? Did your dog master a new trick or has she/he done
anything else special you want to share? Do you have a great recipe you’d like to share?
Please, send us your story and a photo or two to wagsecretaryottawa@gmail.com so we
can include it in the next newsletter!

How many agility words can you find?

