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Holiday greetings to all our WAG students and
friends, humans and canines. We thank you
for another successful year of agility and hope
you have enjoyed it as much as we have.
Thank you to all who volunteered this year,
whether helping with the move, paint party or
contributing content to the newsletters. Your
Executive and instructors are planning more
events, fun trials, and activities for the 2022
season. Check out suggestions in this
newsletter and on our Facebook page for
activities and training ideas that you can do
with your dog during the winter break. We
look forward to seeing you again in early
Spring.
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Heather Esdon
As the 2021 season comes to a close, I hope to see everyone next year. I am so glad we were able to
get back to a different "normal" as this year went along. I was glad that we were able to offer
the Tunnelers Fun Match. We had a great turnout, the weather held out for us and everyone had
fun. I hope to be able to offer more Fun Matches next year.

WAG is about having playtime with our best friend. I hope you all did that this year, in agility and
in anything else you did with your four-legged friend.
A long-time member of WAG made the decision to step down this year. Her note to me reminded
me of the importance of having fun with my dog. She has been a long-time member and big supporter of WAG and I know she will continue to be even if it is not in weekly classes.
As WAG takes a break into the new year, please take a look at our FB Students’ page for some ideas of things to work on while away from regular classes.
Stay safe and healthy. See you next year.

 Heather Esdon
(Head Instructor)

 Barb Vincent
 Sharon Hobson
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Whether you are new to WAG or a long time member, you will likely have
crossed paths with one of our long standing members, Sheila Meldrum. For the
last 15 years, Sheila has attended classes with her various dogs, volunteered her time for many moves and
paint parties and participated in many WAG demos.
Sheila even celebrated her 80th birthday with WAG! It
was a very sad day when Sheila announced she was retiring
from WAG. Thank you Sheila for allowing us to gather to send you off in
style at the Tunnelers Fun Match. A big thank you to Crissy at Crissy’s
Creations Bakery in Kanata South for making such a delicious cake so
we could celebrate!
Sheila, we will miss you at classes but we know this is not goodbye. We
will see you at our future summer fun celebrations. Cheers!

Grace Murrell-Wright
wasn’t too happy with my sniffing. I talked to
Ginny later after she had her run. Ginny said
she mainly sniffed too, but I guess Ginny did
jump over some of the stuff. So, for the second
run I tried not to sniff so much. It was really,
really hard because we were in a different ring
from the morning so there were brand new
smells. At first, I completely blocked out mum
when she called me and eventually came back to
her. Well, I came back to her when I had finished with whatever I was sniffing. I did do
most of the course. I didn’t do it very quickly,
though, I had other priorities. I think Ginny did
better than I did on that course too. Normally I
am competitive with my sister, but on this occasion, the way I see it, I did better sniffing. On
the last course of the day however, I definitely
Hi! I’m Grace. For those of you who don’t know
beat her. Ginny got eliminated for peeing on the
me, I’m a five-year-old hound mix. I’ve been do- course! I did do better too. I tried not to run off
ing agility for four years now and I really like it. sniffing, but I still had to sometimes. I couldn’t
This year my mum took my sister, Ginny, and I do the weaves because I just couldn’t concento do something new called K9 Kup. K9 Kup
trate on them. I stayed with mum a lot more.
turned out to be an agility team sport at a whole Even a woman I didn’t know commented that I
different place! There were so many dogs there! did better.
Most of them seemed to be either Border Collies The second trial was different. Ginny went beand Australian shepherds, but there were also
fore me in the running order. I had been there
poodles, labs, huskies, Dalmatians, terriers, and before too, so the smells weren’t quite as dislots and lots of mixes. There were 12 teams of
tracting. This time the first run was a snooker.
eight, and Ginny and I were the only hounds.
For those of you who haven’t had the pleasure of
Does that mean hounds aren’t traditionally agili- doing a snooker, you take a red jump, then somety dogs? Being there was really exciting; between thing else, then another red jump, then someall the new people and dogs there were so many thing else, then another red jump, then somesmells!
thing else, then you run a course. In this case I
The first run of the day was a gamble, but I
didn’t find that out until later. I was so excited
by all the smells that as soon as mum slipped off
my collar I ran off sniffing here and there and
everywhere. I think she might have been calling me but I’m not sure – I wasn’t listening. I
was so busy sniffing stuff that I didn’t even notice the agility equipment. Oops! After a bit, (I
think a whistle had blown or something), mum
caught me and carried me off the field. She
didn’t say a word, but I got the feeling she

really had fun because the something else got to
be the A-Frame every time, and I really love the
A-Frame! Mum and I did really well, getting lots
of points and finishing the whole course without
being whistled off. Oh yeah, did I mention that if
you make a mistake, they blow a whistle and you
have to stop? Well, we didn’t make any mistakes
and it was so fun!

And then... it started to rain! Now I don’t really mind rain, but when it was time for my next
run it was pouring so hard that I couldn’t believe mum wanted me to do agility. I mean,
the rain was making the ground slippery and
it was making it hard to see. I was wet all
over. I was miserable! I started off with mum
and took the first few jumps. It felt all wrong.
I couldn’t work in that rain! I was running
along close to where the rest of the WAG group
was set up. I told mum that I didn’t want to go
on by running over to my group. Mum wanted
me to go on so I did for a bit, but even though I
normally love the dog walk, I refused to get on
it – I mean, it was pouring so hard it didn’t
seem like a good idea! I decided that mum was
nuts for wanting to go on and I ran to the gate
where I came in and lay down to wait for her.
She got the point that time. She told the judge
that we were done and that we couldn’t run in
the rain. I wondered why she didn’t tell them
that before! Anyway, we went back to the tent
and she gave me lots of treats and rubbed me
down with a towel. I started feeling better, but
I just wanted to go home and have a nap. Unfortunately, mum and all the others there
waited for the rain to stop and then started
their runs again. I had to do a third run! It
was a steeplechase, which I normally like because it’s a nice fast course, but I really didn’t
want to do anything. I told mum that several
times, but she asked me to keep going. We
kind of compromised - she didn’t make me go
back to do the stuff I skipped, and I finished
with her. Mum was happy that I finished,
even if I went really slowly and had lots of
faults. I was happy that she gave me lots of
treats. I was even happier that we were done
and that I got to go home and nap for the rest
of the day.

that place again, it always rains there! My
first run was after the rain. I had no intentions of running so I lay down in the middle of
the course and put my head down between my
paws. The judge and everyone thought I was
being cute, but mum knew I was doing it because I was unhappy. Mum and I compromised
like we did before. She wanted me to try even
though I was feeling rotten. I did as long as
she didn’t make me repeat things I got wrong,
or do things I really didn’t want to.
By the last trial I had stopped having to put
my head down between my paws to tell mum I
was unhappy. I knew she knew anyway and I
was able to finish the course, just a little slow.
Okay, I admit, I finished really, really slowly.
Mum didn’t treat me any differently when I
finished slowly than when we did really well
on the snooker. I got treats and I got pats, and
she told me I was a good girl.
In the end, our team came fourth out of the
twelve teams. Ginny and I got ribbons – everyone on the team did. My favourite part of K9
Kup wasn’t the ribbons; it wasn’t even the
treats. It was that I got to spend those days
with mum. That’s my favourite part of agility
too – spending time working together with
mum (and getting treats).

There were two other K9 Kup trial days after
that. I didn’t really want to do any agility at

Does your dog have a story to tell? Please encourage them to share their
adventures with WAG! Please, send their story and a photo or two to
wagsecretaryottawa@gmail.com so we can include it in the next newsletter!

Sheila Meldrum
Lucy was a black and white English Springer
Spaniel field type. I acquired her from a rescue
organization and spent several years wondering
why. The field type Springers are field dogs,
gun dogs or hunting dogs. They are free spirited,
love to run and are not deep thinkers until you
can finally engage their brains, a process which
can take years. It certainly did with Lucy.
Instructors cringed when they saw her
coming. Many classes went by which I felt often
had proved nothing. I often wondered why I
persevered. But, she was loving and had been
taught a couple of highly useful skills by the
person who fostered her, the most important of
which was to do the courses. She never refused
an obstacle in the seven years I had her. Maybe
jump it from the wrong direction, but never refused. The other handy skill was "down", the
only way to control her when she came running at you at great speed. During the last two
years of her life she became a pretty fair agility dog and would work at amazing distances.
Despite her rough beginning she loved people and often went to people sitting outside around
the classes. She wanted to sit in their laps. Never sick a day, she threw up one night in
January, 2021. She stopped eating two days later and five days later she was gone. It was
cancer of the spleen, something not expected at all, let alone in a nine-year old healthy
dog. Some of the light went out here, nothing was ever silent or dark when Lucy was
around. My life is the better for having known her. Katie, the Sheltie, and I shoulder
on here. We miss watching Lucy run the fields with her effortless gait.

Have you joined WAG on Facebook yet?
WAG has a private Facebook group just for our students. It’s a great resource to
find training tips or ask questions about agility. WAG students are welcome to join.
Once you’re logged in to Facebook, search “WAG Students Group” and request to
join. If you have any trouble send an email to info@wagottawa.ca and we can send
you the direct link. There's a lot of great information already in the group - feel
free to search through past posts or just the "topics" option to find something specific. Looking for a video or information on something you're having trouble with?
You're welcome to send us a request.

Did your family adopt a new dog? Did your dog master a new trick or has she/he done
anything else special you want to share? Do you have a great recipe you’d like to share?
Please, send us your story and a photo or two to wagsecretaryottawa@gmail.com so we
can include it in the next newsletter!

On Saturday, August 28, WAG held it’s first Summer Fun Celebration to take the place of our
annual Christmas Party. What a day we had. The weather was great. Our handlers had the opportunity to socialize and teams competed in a variety of games. Part of the celebration was a
call to business affairs. WAG held it’s annual general meeting. As part of the meeting, we held
our annual elections for the 2022 executive. We would like to give a warm welcome to Cori Collins who will be replacing Lorraine Kerr as the Equipment Manager and to Deb Price who will
be replacing Debbie Davidson as the Public Relations Manager. We look forward to seeing you
all out at next year’s Summer Fun Celebration.
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This is a very frustrating book to review! On the one
hand, I found it to
be very useful for
understanding a
reactive dog’s behaviour, but on the
other hand, I found
the book didn’t offer
as much practical
help as I expected
from the title.

ous low energy activities that require him to
think, experience tells me that cutting a dog’s
physical exercise in half will not meet his physical needs. Gutteridge has very small dogs, and I
suspect that has shaped her thinking on what
physical activity is needed. It’s one thing to restrict a Yorkie to a short walk and then in-house
activities in order to avoid the “trigger stacking”
of long walks around the neighbourhood, but
that just won’t work for a Labrador or a Doberman.

I like that she emphasizes the need for selfcontrol, but her explanation of the two exercises
I initially got the
she recommends to develop this ability is a litbook as an audio
tle confusing. While she also talks about the
book and was so
importance of a dog checking-in with the ownpleased with the information in the first few
er, she skips over how to get that check-in
chapters, that I ordered the hard copy. I should when the dog is somewhere other than at home
have waited until I finished the audio book! The and focused after working on the previous imfirst 4 chapters were really interesting and full
pulse control exercises. And her explanation of
of information about the causes of reactivity,
how to get a release on cue – and why it would
trigger stacking, and signs of stress. But, then
be needed -- is very confusing.
Gutteridge, after raising my expectations that
I have some minor quibbles as well, such as the
she was going to provide some kind of program
need for an index and an editor – both probably
to help deal with reactive dogs, fell short.
missing because she self-published. There were
For example, she talks about “teaching calm”
some frustrating errors which could have been
but doesn’t give much help except to say
easily caught and fixed, including repetitive
“instead of one 60-minute walk a day, we could
sentences and paragraphs, an erroneous referoffer the dog a 30-minute walk, and 30 minutes ence, incorrect terminology, and a strange defor something else directly after the walk.” But
scription of a Bernese Mountain Dog which I
what is the “something else”? She suggests it
suspect she has confused with an English
could be teaching him “calm behaviours for his
Sheepdog!
meal” without being specific as to what these
Weirdly, however, I would recommend this
are. So 30 minutes of preparing to eat and eatbook… but only if you just want to understand
ing?!
your dog more, not if you’re looking for a practiGutteridge says this type of activity will physical guide to help you change your dog’s behavcally and mentally satisfy him. While I agree
iour.
that a dog can become mentally tired from vari-

Heather Esdon
It was a summer of new experiences for sure. As mentioned in my summer article, getting out of
my comfort zone was my goal. As nervous as I was, I did it. Lola and I competed in a number of
trials in a number of different places. Some places I had never even heard about. We didn't Q
(qualify) at any of the trials but we did make progress. I
kept a positive attitude and tried to keep it fun. That is
hard to do sometimes when I was in the actual ring.
We were part of the K9 Kup team. It is always fun to be
part of a team. The WAG Eight team did very well. Lola
and I were not a big part of helping the team get there
but we did do our best and we certainly learned a lot. I
look forward to being on the team next year.
Trialing is not something I ever thought I would do. I do
think it is an experience that is good to do even if you
don't want to continue or to title. It gave me a new perspective and understanding of what we teach and how
we teach it. I am glad I did it and will probably do it
again once I decide what our new objectives will be for
doing it.

On October 17, WAG hosted our first ever Tunnelers Fun Match. Everyone had fun as dogs sped
around exciting, fast paced courses. Thank you to Laura Scott for being our judge and for creating
the courses. Heather Esdon, Maddie Derrick-Foley, and Debbie Davidson looked after timer and
scribe duties. Thank you to Rosemary Wilson for coming early to help set up.
Congratulations to our Winners:
Level 1
First - Caron & Ruby
Second - Sarah & Bosco
Third - Nancy & Mya
Fourth - Bill & Scout
Level 2
First - Hannah & Addie
Second - Rosemary & Tater
Third - Rosemary & Shae
Fourth - Jessica & Annabelle

Lorraine Kerr
On October 31, WAG came together once again to accomplish our equipment move from our summer field on
Torbolton Ridge to our winter home in the arena on
Dunrobin Road. It was a day of drizzle, but we were
never soaked so we were grateful for that.
Thank you to all who volunteered. It is always so gratifying to see our club work as a team. Our seasonal
moves from one location to the other are a central example of how WAG operates as a co-operative club and
always bring out a great group to help. It is especially
wonderful to see new members come out!
The fall move this year was made easier by Deb Price
and her “gardening” wagon. Deb brought a first load of
equipment (piled high!) on the wagon to load her own
vehicle…then asked if she could move more loads up to
the road. Many volunteers arrived at the WAG entrance
to find lots of jumps just ready to be loaded into their
truck or car. Thanks so much, Deb! Maybe you have
given us a few ideas on how to organize future moves!
Moves also give us a chance to meet a few other members, even though Covid has called for us to keep space
between volunteers. As Covid restrictions are lifted in
the future, it will be a welcome change as we will able to
hold more social work parties well as fun events and
training.
This summer, unlike last summer, we did manage to
have a paint party. Our jumps got a refresher coat of
paint and the metal feet on the weaves and the tire frame
got a protective treatment of Tremclad. Being outdoors
all season is a bit hard on our equipment and this yearly
“party” is another great spot to volunteer. Thanks to all
those artists who came out to help! Seriously, no experience was necessary! Lots of talking and laughing!
This December marks the end of my term as WAG
equipment manager. I have enjoyed the role and the
chance to see some of what actually goes into keeping
WAG running, especially during the difficulties and
shifting requirements around Covid. Another club
might have folded… but not WAG! I always felt very

supported by a tremendous Executive and saw the work
they put in to sustain the club.
We were also blessed by our landladies… Nicky at the
field and Wendy at the arena. These ladies both supported WAG and were super accommodating as the Executive needed to make changes.
Thank you so much from WAG and from me personally…you always made my job easier.
I Know Cori is coming into a great team as she takes
over the role as your 2022 Equipment Manager.
I also want to mention my husband Terry, who some of
you have met over these last 3 years. He has always
backed me up looking after the equipment, including
doing some of the heavy lifting!
Thanks Terry, from myself, Dawson and Gala!
Enjoy the final session of 2021 and Merry Christmas
Everyone!
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This is a gentle, funny, thoughtful, and bittersweet book. Raika
was the Belgian Tervuren owned by Denise Fenzi, a well-known
and respected dog trainer and dog sport competitor. This book is
about the last two years of Raika’s life, and consists of
“conversations” between her and Fenzi as they deal with their relationship, Raika’s health challenges and cognitive decline,
Raika’s perception of death, and Fenzi’s eventual acceptance of
the end. (Those last pages had me sobbing.)
Hearing Raika give her perspective on dieting (she starts off the
book at a point where she has become fat and Fenzi berates herself – “I know better than to let my dog get fat” and resolves to
get the excess weight off her beloved dog, much to Raika’s dismay), exercise and her love of the swimming pool, and her feelings about the other dogs in the house, is music to a dog owner’s
ears. Don’t we all want to know what our dogs are thinking and
saying to us?
As the months go by and Raika’s health slowly but surely deteriorates, Fenzi doesn’t dwell on the details of Raika’s cognitive decline but gives enough information when talking to Raika for the reader to know it’s exhausting
and painfully sad for the owner. Raika, however, is oblivious to the effects of her nighttime wanderings and furniture moving.
Gently humorous is Raika’s perception of her athletic prowess when chasing a squirrel compared
to Fenzi’s reality, as is Raika’s changing appetite as she rejects each of the specialty meats Fenzi
bought for her and concludes the conversation by telling Fenzi not to worry about her. Fenzi says
if she’s not to worry what should she do? To which Raika replies, “If I were you, I’d be kind of
mad. You’ve got 150 pounds of expensive meat, and I have no particular plans to eat it.”
When the end arrives, the sadness is lessened somewhat by Raika’s explanation of “molecular redistribution” and by her post-death conversation. She leaves us feeling sad, but oh so happy to
have known her.

Each year WAG make a charitable donation to a worthy
cause in our area. The Farley Foundation helps pet owners
who aren't able to afford necessary or emergency veterinary
care for their pets. This year WAG donated a total of $125.25
to this group.

Sharon Hobson
“And your homework this week is ….”
Grooooaan! Who the heck wants homework?! Didn’t
we finish with that years ago? The short answer is
… yes and no.
Homework used to mean spending several hours
each evening reading, writing, figuring and thinking
(not necessarily in that order). That was when we
were in school – elementary, high, and various colleges. It was all aimed at helping us understand the
world and preparing us to succeed in life. But despite
its lofty goals, it could be incredibly dreary.
But the homework we’re talking about at WAG is
different. You don’t need to teach your dog a release
word to succeed at life; teaching your dog to stay in
one place will not help you understand algebra. Agility homework helps you and your dog communicate, play and enjoy each other. Homework in
agility is fun, not dreary.
Agility is about being a team. It’s about a dog and
owner reading each other, understanding each other and working together to achieve a common goal.
But that doesn’t just happen. It takes work. More
work than once-a-week one-hour classes can provide. So we, the WAG instructors, ask our students
to do some homework.
If you want your dog to focus on you and get better at
the skills needed in agility, then you need to put in
some work. But don’t let that word “work” put you
off! Work in agility is spending time with your dog,
playing with your dog, rewarding your dog as she
learns new skills. Work in agility brings fast and fun
results! It’s amazing how quickly dogs learn when
we put just a little bit more time into teaching them.
And the opposite is also true. It’s amazing how our
dogs can get “stuck” at a skill level without extra
training. For example, contacts. At WAG we teach a
dog to perform a “contact behaviour” on the A-frame,
dogwalk, and teeter – usually two front paws on the
ground with the two back paws still on the equipment and waiting for the owner to release him before
moving off. (Other variations are all four paws on
the ground, or all four paws on the equipment, or not
stopping at all.) An easy way to develop this behaviour is to practice at home on stairs.
Practicing at home teaches the dog exactly what is
required when she comes down a slope, and also
helps the owner practice the correct technique for

rewarding. It’s easy to do this kind of practice and
takes very little time – a couple of minutes a few
times a week will make a huge difference to your
dog’s understanding of correct contact behaviour.
Unfortunately, a lot of dogs are not given this extra
practice. So we get dogs in class – even at the upper
levels! – who jump over their contacts, race off the
contact obstacle without stopping and leaving their
owner in their dust, or who have inconsistent contact
behaviour, sometimes getting 2-on-2-off, sometimes
running off, sometimes stopping with all 4 on, etc.
And the problem doesn’t end there. Because the
owner cannot depend on the dog performing a correct
contact behaviour, she cannot get the distance required to run the more advanced courses.
So something that could have been trained early on
with some easy and fun homework, comes back to
bite you in the butt later in your agility career.
If you don’t want to get “stuck” at a skill level that
holds you back, take a look at the WAG Students
Group page on Facebook. Instructor (and most excellent dog trainer!) Laura Scott has posted numerous short videos there providing fun training exercises for your dog.
And when you’re deciding whether to spend those
few minutes training or not, it will help to hear Debbie Davidson’s words when she reminds students of
the answer to the old question … “How do I get to
Carnegie Hall?”
“Practice, practice, practice!”

Leslie Murrel-Wright

WAG’s K9 Kup team has done really well this year, placing 4th out of 12 teams. Congratulations to Jessica
Tripp and Annabelle, Martine Guerette and Zelda, Rosemary Wilson and Shea, Deborah Price and Skittles,
Heather Esdon and Lola, and Leslie Murrell-Wright with Ginny and Grace.
At K9 Kup, the top three dog scores count towards the final scores for the team for each trial. For the WAG
Eight, every dog contributed a top score at least once throughout the competition - even Grace. But K9 Kup
is about more than the scores. It is also about working as a team. This is where the WAG Eight really did
excel.
2021 was a year of uncertainty for K9 Kup, the WAG Eight worked together despite it. When we started
our practices, we were not sure if K9 Kup would be able to be held at all. We were just out of a long lockdown and we were unsure what the Covid policies would look like later in the summer. In fact, when our
practices began only five could meet together. We had two practices a week with half the team at each practice. We could only meet as a team after a month. When we all met together, we faced the difficulty that out
of eight dogs, six were reactive. For our first group practices we used a “seating plan” to keep the dogs away
from those they would react to. With this worked out, we set to work. We were happy to find out that K9
Kup would go ahead, though delayed.
The WAG Eight had WAG shirts made for us in blue. These arrived just in time for our first trial. Blue
turned out to be a good choice of colour as we were put in the “blue division”.
On trial days, the WAG Eight team arrived early and everyone helped set up our gear. The team had two
tents and Deborah Price had a third. Leslie, Rosemary and Martine set up individual tents as well. Every
trial day this summer it rained, so the team adapted. We began bringing tarps to put over the tents as they
were not waterproof. Deborah brought volleyball poles to facilitate better tarp coverage and between Deborah and Leslie’s camping gear, the team stayed dry under the team’s covers, if not when running the courses. In addition, every trial day Deborah brought jujubes and Leslie brought baking.
One of the best things about the WAG Eight, was how they cheered their teammates on. Whether noting a
dog’s clean and fast finish, or a handler keeping a cool head while their dog was acting up, the WAG Eight
were always supportive and kept a positive outlook. I really enjoyed working with everyone this year. I
know that several people from the WAG Eight won’t be able to be on next year’s K9 Kup team. I will miss
those that can’t be there, but I hope that others will consider joining the team in 2022. It’s been a great experience!

Vicki Martin
After six years of fun and hijinks, Imriel has decided that it’s
time for him to retire from agility in order to live a life of luxury, spending quality time lying on his queen-sized bed and
barking at any skateboarder who dares come into his line of
sight (skateboards are very suspicious!).
During his time with WAG, Imriel progressed from Beginner
to Intermediate and had a great time running around and
generally being a handful. He is particularly known for
squeezing himself into the tunnels despite his size and also
for making sure everyone in a 5-kilometre radius knew when
he had been tied up on the side of the ring and cruelly abandoned. He would also like it to be known that he thinks it is very unfair that he, a 130+ pound dog,
has to go through the same weave poles as a Chihuahua.
Additional highlights include being a part of the 2017 K9 Kup team, going to many demos at the
Carp Farmers’ Market, having a blast at the fun trials and trying to give everyone a heart attack by
turning around on the dog walk the very first time it was raised to full height. Most important of
all, he made many friends,
both canine and otherwise
(and perhaps one or two
“frenemies”).
Imriel wishes everyone all
the best in their future
WAG endeavours!

Sandy and Jackson
Laura and Gryffin
Gryffin had fun this
year trialing in a couple of different sports.
He completed his Novice title in CARO rally
obedience in June and
earned 2 legs towards
his CKC Novice rally
title in October. He also managed to get one qualifying run in CKC
Jumpers in August – he wasted too much time
saying hi to everyone in the ring on his other
runs!

After close to 2 years away from
agility, Jackson has made his
comeback. What a difference
time makes. I can’t believe how
much he has matured. Before
our break he was able to focus
for about 20 minutes and then
“puppy brain” kicked in. The
rest of the class was usually
spent watching him run around the field or arena like a kid high on candy. He sure did have
fun! In class now, he waits so patiently for his
turn and when we are running the course he really is trying his best to stay focused, although
he still slips in the occasional ‘zoomies’ for old
times sake! Still a puppy at heart.

Sheila Meldrum
After more than 15 years trying to learn how to be a competent agility dog handler with WAG, the
infirmities of old age shut me down at the end of summer this year. I had a variety of dogs to work
with, ending with Lucy and Katie, both of which were actually beginning to look the part of competent agility dogs from time to time in the last couple years. Often billed as being wonderful
for getting people to be closer to their dog, dog agility has a variety of other benefits, including character building, attitude, patience, forgiveness and developing a sense of humour. Boy, did I need the
latter with the last two dogs I took to classes, Lucy and Katie. They went to class every week, year
round, for six years. It was hard work, often frustrating, but usually so much fun. WAG is fortunate to have wonderful instructors with infinite patience and often with novel ideas that solve a
particular problem. I have no doubt that they cringed when they saw Lucy, the happy go lucky
spaniel, come to their classes, especially in the first couple of years. But, not one instructor ever
showed signs of unhappiness and most kept helping me be patient. The only problem we could not
solve was the behaviour of my dogs at K9 Kup. No matter which one I had, I was always humiliated. On hot days they would just stop mid-course and go sit under the A-Frame! I was not the only
one as other exhibitors had problems too.
WAG has been my central activity since I gave up
riding horses many years ago. It was a good outlet
for an ex-horse trainer. There was a lot of work
and I always felt I could have done more. There
was friendship, nice dogs and just generally lots of
fun. I shall miss it mightily.
The time has come to heed the body which says no
more and ignore the spirit which would like to
keep going. My thanks to all the instructors who
had to put up with me and my free spirit dogs and
all the members of the various executives over the
years who have kept WAG going as the wonderful
organization it is.

Heather Esdon
As an instructor, WAG pays for us to take courses and workshops.
I participated in a Janet Lundy Workshop in October. In the
morning we worked on Turns and Crosses. The afternoon was
about Distance and Commitment. Lola and I learned a lot at the
workshop and have shared it with the other instructors. Some of
what we learned is stuff WAG already does and it was a good
reminder of that. Some of it was new. Not everything we learn on
a course or in a workshop is added to the WAG training plan.
Sometimes they are just new ideas for the instructors to consider
when they are teaching. It is an opportunity to get out and meet
other people in our sport and expand our knowledge to enhance
our teaching skills.

Can you guess what
each dog is thinking?

